Hunsworth  Urban  District  Council. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1920 


Ingleside, 

Birkenshaw,  Nr.  Bradford, 

April  9th,  1921. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Hunsworth  Urban  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  now  the  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1920.  The  district  is  a hilly  one  and  might  be  divided  into  four  watersheds  with  an 
area  of  1381  acres,  and  a population  of  1326  (at  the  census  of  1911/  and  now  estimated  at 
1 199.  The  soil  is  of  a clay  nature.  The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  the  various 
processes  of  making  dress  material,  coal  mining,  and  agriculture.  The  amount  of  poor  law 
relief  in  the  district  is  ^60  8s.  6d.  The  infectious  disease  and  general  hospitals  are  fully 
taken  advantage  of. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Birthrate — The  births  registered  numbered  24,  viz:  10  males  and  14  females,  of 
which  2 were  illegitmate,  r male  and  1 female,  giving  a birthrate  of  20.0  per  thousand  of  the 
population. 

Deathrate. 

The  deaths  registered  in  the  district  numbered  22,  viz:  13  males  and  9 females, 
giving  a death  rate  of  18.3  per  1000  of  the  population.  Of  these  2 were  infants  under  one 
year  of  age.  If,  however,  you  add  the  deaths  of  those  persons  who  belonged  to  the  district, 
but  died  outside  of  (viz  : 4),  it  brings  the  actual  deathrate  belonging  to  the  district  to  21.9  per 
1000  of  the  population. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Were  as  follows— 5 Heart  disease,  3 Bronchitis,  2 Pneumonia,  1 Cancer,  1 Nephritis, 
1 Congenital  Debility,  3 violence,  1 suicide,  5 from  other  defined  diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Twelve  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  viz  : 5 of  Scarlet  Fever,  3 of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  2 of  Diphtheria,  1 of  Pneumonia,  and  1 of  Opthalmia  Neauotorium.  The 
Scarlet  and  Diphtheria  cases  were  at  once  removed  to  Hospital  wjiere  one  Diphtheria  case 
died.  Disinfection  of  premises  were  promptly  carried  out  and  contracts  kept  under 
observation.  The  case  of  Opthalmia  Neauotorium  was  not  brought  to  my  notice  until  six  days 
after  birth,  when  I adopted  drastic  measures  to  save  the  child’s  eyesight  which  ended  in 
complete  recovery. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water — The  water  supply  is  good  and  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Bradford  Corporation, 
with  no  insufficiency  and  no  plumbosolvent  action. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Hunsworth  Beck  is  polluted  with  dyeware  from  the  Bradford  Dyers  Association 
Mills  at  Hunsworth,  and  is  dealt  with  by  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board,  otherwise  there  is 
no  complaint. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  district  is  drained  throughout  except  the  few  houses  in  Cringles.  The  sewage  is 
conveyed  by  the  sewers  to  the  Outfall  Works  in  Lower  Hunsworth  and  the  septic  tank  in 
Raikes  Lane,  where  it  is  efficiently  dealt  with,  and  no  complaints  as  to  smells  or  pollutions 
have  been  received.  The  sewage  from  the  water  closets  in  Listers  Mills,  Oakenshaw,  is 
conveyed  into  a big  cesspool  in  the  yard. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Total  number  of  closets  in  the  district  are  427,  viz.  : — 


Open  privy  middens 

9i 

Covered  privy  middens 

204 

Pail  closets 

12 

Water  closets  ... 

1 08 

Waste  water  closets 

1 2 

10  privies  were  converted  into  water  closets  during  1920. 

10  pail  closets  were  converted  into  water  closets  during  1920. 

2 water  closets  were  added  during  the  year,  1 to  a new  house  and 

1 to  an  altered 

house  and  shop. 


Scavenging. 

The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  now  carried  out  by  contract  instead  of  day  work, 
a retrograde  step  as  it  neither  is  as  clean  nor  efficiently  done  The  refuse  is  disposed  of 
either  to  the  tip  or  to  the  farmers,  660  loads  to  the  former  and  200  to  the  latter.  Twenty 
houses  in  the  district  are  now  provided  with  properly  covered  ashbins,  a step  that  I have 
urged  for  years  in  place  of  ashpits  and  which  I am  sure  had  it  not  been  for  war  conditions  a 
great  improvement  would  have  taken  place. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  which  I append,  states — 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  80 

Verbal  notice  given  ...  ...  ..  ...  18 

Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Nuisances  reported  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Nuisances  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  14 


The  chief  defects  found  were  dampness,  want  of  pointing  and  defective  spouting. 
There  are  no  underground  sleeping  places,  nor  houses  let  in  lodgings  in  the  district,  and  no 
offensive  trades. 

Schools. 

The  National  School  at  East  Bierley,  the  only  public  school  in  the  district  has  been 
duly  visited  and  found  in  a satisfactory  condition,  both  as  to  water  supply  and  conveniences. 
As  a safeguard  to  the  health  of  the  scholars  the  school  is  disinfected  after  holidays,  and  any 
epidemic,  besides  the  children  being  examined  periodically  by  the  school  medical  officer. 

Food. 

The  milk  supply  is  good  and  adequate  and  there  is  no  shortage.  One  complaint  was 
made  of  the  milk  from  the  district  supplied  outside,  being  adulterated  with  water,  and 
adequately  dealt  with.  The  milk  for  expectant  mothers  and  children  needs  no  comment  as 
there  has  been  no  shortage. 

There  has  been  no  unsound  food  in  the  district  and  the  premises  for  the  storage  and 
sale  of  food  are  quite  clean  and  sanitary.  There  is  no  public  abbatoir  in  the  district  but  the 
meat  sold  is  slaughtered  in  the  Co-operative  Stores  Slaughter  House  at  Birkenshaw,  where  it 
is  duly  inspected  before  being  sent  into  the  district. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

These  have  already  been  commented  on.  Of  the  1 2 cases  reported  during  the  year,  5 of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  2 of  Diphtheria  were  promptly  removed  to  Hospital,  where  there  was  no 
time  to  use  Antitoxine,  which  is  supplied  by  a chemist  to  the  M.O. H.  at  the  Council’s 
expense.  The  County  Council  Bacteriological  Laboratory  is  at  the  disposal  of  the  M.O.H. 
Tuburcular  Cases  are  duly  notified.  In  cases  of  school  sickness  the  teachers  send  the 
children  home  and  advise  the  parents  to  see  a doctor. 

Smallpox. 

The  smallpox  hospital  at  Cleckheaton  has  had  no  occasion  to  be  used  for  years,  and  as 
there  has  been  no  case  of  same  no  primary  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  necessary. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

1.  Staff  consists  of  Sanitary  Inspectior  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  roadmen. 
The  Sanitory  Inspector  is  also  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Inspector  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

2.  The  conjoint  hospital  at  Oakenshaw  is  available  for  infectious  disease  and  the 
smallpox  hospital  at  Cleckheaton  for  smallpox. 

3.  The  Bye-laws  of  the  Councill  (approved)  if  carried  out  are  sufficient. 

4.  The  County  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  is  at  our  disposal.  (No  material  sent.)  No 
report  by  public  analyst. 


Housing  Conditions.  1 General. 

1.  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ..  • 11 99 

2.  General  deathrate  ...  ...  ...  18.3 

3.  Deathrate  from  tuberculosis  ...  Nil 

4.  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  2 

5.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  ...  376 

6.  No.  of  working  class  dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  335 

7.  No.  of  new  working  class  houses  erected  ...  ...  1 


1.  Inspection. 

2.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
' Health  or  Housing  Act) — 100. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 

(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 100. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation— 8. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 

heading) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation — 20. 


II.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers — n. 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs — 1 1 . 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners — 11. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close — Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied — Nil. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

(a)  by  owners — Nil. 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners — Nil. 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c. 

Act,  1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders — Nil. 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made— Nil. 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  (.'losing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  dwelling  houses  having  been  rendered  fit — Nil. 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made — Nil. 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolised  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil. 

3.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district  which  disposes  of  1,  2,  3 and  4 under 
this  heading. 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building  bye-laws  erected  with  consent 
of  local  authority  under  section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919, — Nil. 

5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with  briefly  the  duties  of  each  officer — 1. 

The  housing  inspector  whose  duty  is  to  inspect  the  houses  in  the  district  and  report 
defects  therein  and  give  either  formal  or  statutory  notices  for  these  to  be  remedied.  He  has 
also  the  supervision  of  the  M.O.  H.  to  assist  him. 

Many  of  the  houses  are  old  and  below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Manual  (volume  1)  the  defects  mostly  found  were  dampness,  want 
of  pointing,  defective  roofs,  spouting  and  fall  pipes.  Representation  has  been  sent  to  the 
owners  regarding  these  and  several  have  been  made  reasonably  fit  for  habitation,  and  promises 
have  been  given  by  others  when  they  could  secure  labour.  The  water  supplied  to  the  houses 
is  good,  but  the  closet  accommodation  is  not  yet  all  that  can  be  desired  being  of  the  privy 
midden  type ; but  that  is  being  gradually  remedied  by  conversion  into  water  closets  and 
covered  ashbins.  The  refuse  disposal  is  carried  out  by  contract  but  not  as  efficiently  as  by 
daywork.  There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district  and  no  tents,  vans,  sheds  or  houses 
let  in  lodgings.  Neither  are  there  any  obstructive  buildings,  bakehouses  or  abbatoir  in  the 
district,  and  no  closing  or  demolition  orders  have  been  made-  Five  cases  of  overcrowding 
were  noted  ; two  of  which  removed  to  suitable  houses  during  the  year  but  as  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  houses,  no  action  has  been  taken  regarding  the  remainder. 

Three  sites  had  been  selected  for  the  erection  of  15  houses,  but  were  not  approved  on 
account  of  undermining,  and  as  I am  informed  no  part  of  the  district  is  fit  for  housebuilding 
for  the  same  reasons.  There  the  matter  rests. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

The  factories  in  the  district  number  five,  and  the  workshops  four,  all  are  clean,  well 
ventilated  and  provided  with  suitable  conveniences.  No  outworkers  are  attached  to  the 
workshops  during  the  year  and  I have  neither  received  or  sent  any  slips. 

I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  BARCLAY,  M.O.H. 
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